

Cinderella of the Nile A three-week unit for years three or four 

	Text: Cinderella of the Nile by Beverley Naidoo and Marjan Vafaeian

	This unit will address or contribute to the following Y3/4 NC English PoS outcomes:

	Reading - Comprehension
Contribute to developing positive attitudes to reading and understanding by:
· listening to and discussing a picturebook
· Increasing familiarity with fairy tales and retell story orally
· Identifying themes in the story
· Preparing a text to read aloud and perform
Understand what they read by:
· Asking questions to improve understanding of a text
· Drawing inferences such as character’s feelings or motives
· Participating in discussion about both books that are read to them and those they read themselves
	
Writing- composition

In narrative writing establish setting, character and plot
In non-narrative (ie newspaper reports) use simple organisational devices eg headings and sub headings
Have the opportunity for purposeful writing in the context of a fictional narrative.

	Transcription – This unit would offer the potential to:
· Introduce or develop use of paragraphs to organise ideas 
· Select appropriate language to express time and cause
· Select vocabulary to avoid repetition
	In addition, ongoing language study is included through the collection of memorable words and phrases 

	Writing Outcomes - 
· Newspaper report about Rhodopis’ disappearance
· Letter writing – Rhodopis to parents narrating her story 
· Narrative retelling – Aesop’s fable
· Poetry writing (list poetry)
	Additional short writing tasks – 
· Writing in role as character
· Writing messages to a character
· Annotation of a drawing


	Potential additional writing opportunities linked to cross curricular work:
Report writing about aspects of Egyptian life eg life of the Pharaohs or life of slaves

	NC Cross curricular links 
Geography 
Develop location knowledge– Greece, Samos, Egypt and the river Nile
Use atlas /globe
	History
In-depth study of Ancient Egypt & its achievements including the life of Pharaohs and slavery
Art and design 
Collage/ ink work in response to illustrations




	Week One
	Focus of sessions * 
*See teaching sequence for full detail of each session including suggested organisation
	Writing outcome 

	Learning Aims
· Introduction to the book encouraging
response to illustration, oral comprehension and articulating views 
· Explore a fictional situation through drama - disappearance of main character & impact on her &her family
· Express understanding of characters’ feelings and narrative context through fictional news report 
· Introduce ongoing language focus 
	
Session 1 ‘See, think, wonder’ activity using key illustration without text. Beginning of book read aloud & booktalk. Begin collection of memorable language on a flip chart or class reading journal. 
Session 2 Continue with story. Freeze frame key scene + thought tracking to explore feelings. Writing in role as main character to develop & demonstrate empathy and inference
Session 3 Preparation for writing - role play as reporter/parents imaginary scenario exploring parents’ reaction to daughter’s disappearance
Sessions 4 and 5 Shared and individual writing – news report – missing daughter

	
Extended writing
News report 


Shorter writing task 
Writing in role as main character

	Week two 

	Learning Aims
· Explore impact of events and encounters on development of Rhodipis’ character & the reactions of minor characters 
· Introduction of Aesop’s fables & potential of story to offer moral guidance 
· Focus on language of text through performance 
· Write poetry in response to illustration, narrative context & memorable language 
	Session 6 Read aloud, booktalk Introduce/discuss Aesop and key fable/s
Write in role as Rhodipis including telling one of Aesop’s fables
Session 7 Class group performance of text (Readers’ Theatre) focus on language and drama of scene. 
Session 8 Shared and individual poetry writing
Session 9 Explore Rhodipis’ character & how it has developed and also others’ views, through ‘role on the wall’ – drawing & annotation
Session 10 drama to explore feelings of the three sisters to Rhodipis being master’s favourite. Writing message in role as one of sisters + diary in role as Rhodipis 
	
Narrative retelling of one of Aesop’s tales
Shared and individual poetry writing 
Note writing
Annotation 


	Week three
	
	

	Learning Aims
· Respond to story & continue to make connections with European version 
· Become familiar with overall structure of the narrative/sequence of events
· Retell story from the perspective of the main character orally and in writing
	
Session 11 Complete story booktalk discussion about the story as a whole 
children share responses and connections 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Session 12 Whole class dramatic retelling of story 
Session 13 Story mapping of key events & collaborative story telling 
Sessions 14 and 15 Letter writing in role as Rhodipis retelling experiences to parents in Greece.
	
Informal Letter writing – in role as Rhodipis narrating her experiences to parents
Message from Pharaoh
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